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Maurois, André The Titans purpose study, through three generations, the suc- 


André have become legendary, originating the union French- 

Maurois, Academician, biographer, novelist, and man gentle birth and black slave-girl San-Domingo. 

istorian great renown, has raised impressive and The men whose lives about narrate had, different 

agreeable monument the Dumas family, whose mark degrees and diverse forms, the same qualities physical 

and romantic literature undisputed. persons—and one fault, the longing astonish, 


his preface says: bred desire for vengeance. But temperament alone 
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not enough account for man’s destiny: never more 

than the basic material which woven pattern made 

events and determined will. 
This saga the three Alexandres Dumas, conveniently 
referred Général, pére, and fils throughout, could 
well titled “The Three Musketeers” for all their 
zestful living. Dumas, Général, born 1762, rose 
from soldier the Queen’s Regiment Dragoons 
become General the Republic three years. Physi- 
cally huge, this superb mulatto was kind prototype 
his progeny both body and spirit. His adven- 
tures military leader France and then with Bona- 
parte Egypt, his capture and imprisonment the 
Kingdom Naples, may well have served his son, 
Dumas pére, with the inspiration for his most successful 
novels, The Three Musketeers, and The Count 
Monte Cristo. Back France, broken, forgotten, 
prematurely aged man, dying from the results 
attempted poisoning prison, found neither favor 
nor income from the government then power. His 
struggle for justice may well have inspired his grand- 
son, Dumas fils, with his life-long preoccupation with 
the undoing social wrongs. 
The bulk the book treats Dumas pére and fils, 
whose astonishingly voluminous and successful output 
novels, plays, and memoirs cover every phase the 
Romantic Movement. With the use generous quota- 
tions from private and hitherto 
spondence, author Maurois succeeds brilliantly con- 
trasting the Herculean genius the father with the 
conservative, over-sensitive talent the son. 


Women played tremendous part both their lives: 
women writers, house-maids, farm girls, actresses, and 
Russian noble women. his own boast, Dumas pére 
fathered more than five hundred natural children 
throughout Europe. Dumas fils, while deploring his 
singular education house overflowing with mis- 
tresses and posing later life moralist, kept his 
own life brightened with numerous liaisons 
mantic involvements. 


The father-son relationship was always one affection 
and mutual admiration. The former, kind siphon 
through which enormous fortune earned his 
writings flowed extravagant projects building 
Monte Cristo castle, warfare with Garibaldi, in- 
trigue, and support uncountable hangers-on, (he 
never deserted woman), brilliantly contrasted with 
the son with his overly conservative ways. Dumas fils 
gained reputation later life for being tight-fisted. 
found himself constantly the confusing position 
paternal supervisor his own father: 
Georges Sand Dumas fils, Nohant, March 10, 1862: Believe 
when say that your father owes the abundance his 
gifts the prodigal manner which squanders them. 
myself, have simple tastes, and, consequently, only things 
that are simple shelling peas. But don’t you realize 
that simple tastes for man who, like him, carries within 
himself world incidents, heroes, traitors, magicians, and 
adventures, who drama incarnate, would mean the extinc- 
the enormous blaze going. You will never change him, and 
you will always have carry double weight glory, yours 
and his: yours, with all its fruits, his with all its thorns. 
What you expect? has engendered your great gifts, 
and feels that has discharged his duty 
not little hard and difficult times, one’s father’s 
father. 
The author, while holding full command over the 
thread the story, sprinkles his text with innumerable 
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and epigrams attributed the heroes. 
the intervening century since their occurrence may 
dulled their flavor little, Maurois doesn’t hestitate 
add little sauce piquante his own: 

One day, when subscription had been opened provide 


decent funeral for process-server who had died 
(Dumas pére) was asked for twenty francs. 


“Here are forty,” said, “bury two them.” 

doubt that was only joke: but official bodies not 

like jokes. France, man does not carry his head like 

the Blessed Sacrament, may regarded amusing 

character, but not respected. Bores enjoy priority. 
Gerard Hopkins’ smooth translation suppresses none 
the zest, wit, poignancy Maurois’ original. 
complete set notes reserved for the appendix along 
with exhaustive bibliography and index. The reader 
will find himself often referring the excellent 


tion photographs. 
Brother Gabriel, 
Salle College, 
Philadelphia 41, Pennsylvania 


Swarthout, Glendon They Came Cordura 
Random House. Feb. 213p. $3.50. 


March 1916, while the United States was pursuing 
its neutral course the European war, group revo 
lutionists under Villa attacked Columbus, New Mexico, 
and killed number American civilians and soldiers. 
General Pershing was placed command the 
taliatory punitive expedition with orders capture 
Villa and disband his forces. This operation, the last 
campaign United States cavalry, ranch called 
Ojos Azules, provides the background for Professor 
Swarthout’s novel. 


Only the first six chapters, hower, directly concern the 
expedition. The main story bold study heroism 
men and frankly honest appraisal, disillusioning 
without becoming cynical, the bestialities, hollow- 
ness, and selfish shortcomings that are sometimes un- 
suspected concomitants courage. the end the 
coward who shrank from gunfire becomes the real 
hero, and the men reckless courage battle prove 
hollow shells when put test spiritual 
substance. 

the center Major Thorn, Awards Officer charged 
with selecting men who show special bravery under 
fire. Following badly planned but successful routing 
Villistas Ojos Azules, picks five men for the 
Medal Honor and ordered lead them the 
base camp Cordura, there wait safety until 
Congress can act the citations. his custody also 
sent the American owner the ranch, Adelaide 
Geary, recluse dominating personality and Paphian 
past who under arrest for aiding the enemy. 


The seven members this detail constitute the real 
cast. they move across the deserts Chihuahua, 
Thorn contrasts the bravery his charges with his 
own secret cowardice hiding ditch during the 
Columbus fracas. When opportunity affords, 
tions his men about their motivation, seeking 
swer that will perhaps translate his worship their 
deeds into rejuvenation his own character. The 
answers, showing self-interest expediency, are naively 
lost him, but they are premonitory deep 
sionment that develops later vicissitudes. 
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“The Geary Woman” promptly proves hellcat: 
furiating the men, getting drunk, trying bribe Thorn 
for freedom offering her body him the men 
for the duration the trip. They lose their horses 
guerillas and soon are consumed 
fever, and exhaustion. their fortunes worsen, each 
deterioration takes its toll conventional behavior, 
reduces the men brutish animals, and shows the 
plastic feet Thorn’s idols. Lt. Fowler’s gentlemanli- 
ness dissolves into selfish nonentity; Sgt. Chawk 
seen Sadistic giant wanted for murder New 
Mexico; Pvt. Trubee unfolds pimpled bully 
coarse manners and cheap principle; Pvt. Renziehausen 
little more than Huck Finn horse. Pvt. Hether- 
ington falls victim raging fever, and the others 
want abandon him; only Thorn’s peremptory 
order carried along, steadily aggravating their 
weakness. 


When Thorn rejects Trubee’s offer keep quiet about 
Columbus return for the Geary woman, the sergeant 
becomes the focus insubordination that grows quite 
open after the major discovers and stops raping 
Adelaide Trubee and Chawk. Thorn endures 
privation, nauseating menialities,—out 
sense duty and resolution bting them all alive 
Cordura. Only Adelaide substance, 
despite her wanton devotion self-interest, recog- 
nize Thorn’s true worth; the others respect only the 
pistol carries. 


struggles hill the sixth day tortured 
exhaustion, Thorn collapses and promptly set upon 
Chawk, Trubee, Fowler, and Renziehausen. They 
stone him death and orgy mad laughter ridi- 
cule the citations had written about them. 
ington meantime staggers the top the hill and 
discovers that overlooks Cordura. One one they 
stumble wildly toward the base, clutching the citations, 
ready reassume their roles heroes. Only Adelaide 
and the reader realize that the real hero lies dead 
the stony hillside. 


This book develops from initially ordinary impres- 


sion into unusual effectiveness. The characterizations 
unfold with subtlety and unassuming brilliance, and 
the reader repeatedly finds himself reassessing them 
with sense discovery and premature judgment. 
Especially this the case with Thorn, who passes from 
kind contemptuous toleration through pathetic 
ineffectuality heroic stature; and with Adelaide, who 
shares these transpirings with the reader and herself 
develops into better woman than seemed possible. 
The theme duty and estimation humanity from 
interior rather than exterior builds real force with- 
out any open assertion, indeed without Thorn’s rise 
and the “heroes” decline ever being explicitly con- 
trasted. Much good description, done blunt style 
that yet avoids mannered pretension, adds the en- 
joyment narrative style that interesting chiefly 

cause its simplicity and direct adequacy. The 
coarse language and actions coarse people reduced 
extreme circumstances make this adult book, but 
none the less rewarding one. 


George Grauel, 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 
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Gordon, Richard Love 
Doubleday. Feb. 192p. $2.95. 


This novel,—perhaps narrative would more apt 
word,—is tissue which should appeal 
the members the medical profession, particularly 
they British. another disclosure the skittish 
behavior Richard Gordon, young doctor, who 
already known those who read Doctor the House, 
Doctor Sea and Doctor Large. Like its predeces- 
sors, can easily fashioned into motion picture, 
and such, with its mildly titillating situations, per- 
haps will successful film. 


The narrative, plotless is, concentrates Doctor 
Gordon falling love. First, there the nurse,— 
Florence Nightingale name, believe not,—at 
Saint Swithin’s Hospital who arouses the young interne. 
Florence, however, also besieged one his col- 
leagues, who impounds Doctor Gordon bed patient, 
subjecting him such indignities bed pans and 
enemas, which may amusing some readers but 
also tiresome many others. Then when Doctor Gor- 
don fails qualify for his fellowship, becomes 
assistant general practitioner. turn acquires 
assistant, devastatingly attractive blonde, and they 
fall love. One the few refreshingly comic touches 
found this part the story, for there 
engaging explanation the efficacy the microscope 
furthering romance. They marry after routine diffi- 
culties and disagreements. 

Meanwhile classmate Doctor Gordon, Doctor 
Grimsdyke, intrudes himself occasionally. 
charlatan and feckless person who has Micawberish 
attitude toward his profession. provides some 
more comic effects and irritating appraisal the 
Irish which was apparently derived from the mauve 
decade stage Irishman. 


There are some typographical and grammatical errors 
which should abash Cantabrian, and the author 
graduate Cambridge. The only significant feature 
this yarn the dialogue. lively, apt and char- 
acteristic. Otherwise the book can help you while 
away few hours when you have nothing else 


with your time. 
Brendan Larnen, O.P., 
The Holy Name Journal, 
New York 21, New York 


Lord, James The Joys Success 
Day. 256p. $3.95. 


The Joys Success, although not novel marked 
profound thought, has facility reporting and repre- 
senting human experiences they are fullest de- 
The treatment characters and incidents 
marked throughout with feverishness pace. The 
device that used telling the story most unique 
and startling. does not plunge into mood 
abstract thinking but brings instead into close con- 
tact with some unprecedented characters. 


Hollywood director, with passion for realism, finds 
factory worker small mid-western town play 
the lead his picture “When Success Fails.” 
portrayal prize fighter the height his career 
who loses leg accident. The handsome home- 
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town boy cast the prizefighter and led promises 
fame and fortune actually meets with accident 
and state shock but uninjured. the 
aid unscrupulous surgeon the director takes ad- 
vantage the situation and films the operation 
unnecessary leg amputation. The day after the opera- 
tion the director his continued quest realism 
brings the patient the studio for the filming more 
scenes. handling the stretcher the attendants drop 
Jack Noakes which results his death. The unfinished 
production must scrapped. The revengeful assistant 
director unaware that his enemy, the producer Mr. 
Fortune, had taken every legal precaution safeguard 
his position the production brutal film, com- 
mits suicide upon learning that his plot has failed. The 
Director, Walther Estrim, too, had lost his battle with 
Fortune produce realistic film and James Lord 
aptly put film “so ruthless, unprincipled and 
bloodthirsty—Success had failed.” Jack’s wife, Mary, 
who had left Bourne with visions wealth and glam- 
our returns there with his body for burial the 
words the author returns “with some sense the 
perfectibility fate.’ From the experiences these 
characters assumed that there very little Joy 
The novel decidedly adult reading because the 
use profanity and suggestive passages. The ghastly 
scene the operation must horrible even con- 
firmed realist. 
Mr. Lord has talent, superior style and excellent 
choice words but one wishes that might have 
chosen finer characters and more wholesome plot. 
Edward Sinnot, Ph.D., 
Principal, Tuckahoe High School, 
Tuckahoe, New York 


Hostovsky, Egon The Charity Ball 
Doubleday. 191p. $3.50. 

favorite trick authors the past, (Vicki Baum, 
for example), given new twist and some extra- 
ordinary writing this new novel Egon Hostovsky. 
The theme relatively threadbare now. the 
same old plot foundation: group unrelated per- 
sonalities thrown together hotel where they pro- 
ceed live out portion their lives. Such stories 
are almost always concerned with the complexities 
human relationships. Most them are superficial. 


The Charity Ball the cast characters comes into 
focus the giant ballroom the Hotel Atlanta 
New York. They are all attending “party” which 
supposedly benefits political refugees from Europe. The 
ball potluck affair—there are representatives 
emissaries from countless civic, fraternal, international, 
national and non-national organizations. Each seems 
there for reason his own; each remarkably 
self-centered. 

With kind kaleidoscopic frenzy, are introduced 
aging, pitifully neurotic and enslaved “refugee” 
whose name Barbara Greene, (Mrs. Greene 
refugee from her own apartment, since she native 
American, but she’s hostage all the same); her young 
Czech assistant the ball; Columbia University pro- 
fessor named Oscar Wunderlich who specializes his 
own brand alcoholic philosophy; Eugene Rindt, his 
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wife Anne and his brother Julius, the two men being 
refugees from Austria and the wife being American 
woman who delights cuckolding her husband; and 
wide-screen panorama assorted oddballs frequenting 
the party. 


Hostovsky considered many critics the finest 
Czechoslavakian writer the present time. There 
doubt that expert craftsman; that there 
quality much that has written this book. 
brilliant satirist, but the satire exists for its own 
sake and, the end, makes his own curiously 
the nightmare quality Kafka this book, although 
not human enough tragedy nor honest enough 
with itself good comedy. 


The Charity Ball has several passages excellent 
ing. There delicate poetic imagery “the envy and 
fear Julius’s nervous, hairy hands stealing around 
the table like two hungry cats.” Later there well- 
written description dinner Eugene’s apartment 
during which Prof. Wunderlich and Martha, the girl 
with whom Eugene has fallen love ,are guests. 
that dinner Anne creates disturbance when Julius, 
with whom she has been having affair, spills wine 
the tablecloth. Still later she has this exchange 
with Martha chance encounter the street: 
“Now look here, honey, you have reason avoid me, and 
you mustn’t afraid me, either. have nothing against 
you personally, and even had, too proud let you 
know it. annoys that women are always criticizing 
for something, and they seem keep out way. That 
dinner house was probably painful for you, and you 
think was all fault. only wish could see that way. 
only misfortune that can’t; simply incapable 
having—and don’t want have—any regrets for what 
say do. That’s the way and there nothing can 
about it. don’t want you like me, but don’t try 
There are occasions, too, when Hostovsky puts invective 
into the mouths some his characters worthy 
Leon Bloy. This Wunderlich’s drunken speech 
Julius the bar when attempting figure way 
get Eugene’s loaded gun from his overcoat and 
vent Anne’s murder: 
“T’ve had just about enough your perversity the name 
psychological traumas and contrived mystical fury. You are 
dwarf, not giant; would spit your private life rather 
than interfere you, you popeyed lump excrement, 
were not menace the existence other people, people 
who stand straight and think straight and who have clean 
necks and pure hearts. Today you are going sit and listen 
while tell you what growing from the dung heap your 
life. Eugene came here this evening with revolver, intend- 
ing commit murder. Well? you want talk 
about it? Now that have said what wanted to, you can 
Goaded his speech and Wunderlich’s continued 
drunken explanations ,Julius steals the gun from his 
brother’s pocket. this point discovers that Anne 
has left the ball keep upstairs appointment with 
millionaire. follows. The book spurts its close 
with the death Anne when Julius shoots her, then 


kills himself. 


Meanwhile, back the ballroom, the ego-frantic people 
Hostovsky’s novel their blind, mechanical 
author has given empty satire which, 
while never boring, genuinely convincing 
either. 
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the intelligent reader who wants know what the 
shouting about, Hostovsky man read. 
has fine ability describe the characters and the 
point. Other than that The Charity Ball much too 
close the vacuum and the vacuous people 


describing. 


Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania 


MacKenzie, Donald The Juryman 
Houghton, Mifflin. Feb. 11,1958. 204p. $3.00. 
The frequent use the vulgar four-letter words may 
suitable the conversation ex-convict, but 
this reader they have place novel offered 
the public for general reading. Add this, adultery, 
blasphemy and profanity and you have excuse for 
the printing and presentation the public such 
volume. 
Admittedly, MacKenzie new career novelist, 
after being burglar seventeen countries and con- 
vict four, and well equipped write the subject 
has chosen for his latest work. unfortunate 
that has spoiled otherwise interesting tale the 
efforts ex-convict friend bribe juryman 
hold out for acquittal charge attempted murder, 
using language such familiar the penitentiary, 
but not accepted all. 
The author may rehabilitate himself offering the 
public his experiences, but please leave his expressions 
behind the walls. The book not fit reading for any- 
one its present form. 

John Cullen, B.A., LLB., 

Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Boucher, Anthony (Editor) 

The Best from Fantasy Science Fiction. 

Seventh Series 
Doubleday. Jan. 16,1958. 264p. $3.75. 
This latest series anthologies selected pro- 
fessional S/F editor manages even better and more 
readable than its predecessors, especially because the 
fertility imagination, the ingenuity the gimmicking 
and the improved quality writing apparent most 
the selectons. This not science fiction alone but 
but science fiction complicated fantasy which, 
course, all rules the board and the author can 
twist situation whatever end pleases. The editor 
has made fascinating selection among authors old 
and new, including stories transference psycho- 
logical adjustment, recognizing rational beings, 
behind-the-scenes activity during the first exploration 
the moon, human ecology and many others. 
There are also some bits poetry and few short- 
shorts. Some the stories are rather strongly adult 
type and are not for younger readers. 

Gary, Romain The Roots Heaven 
Simon Schuster. 372p. $4.50. 


difficult not enthusiastic about this novel 
omain Gary which has been awarded the coveted 
Prix Goncourt and has been admirably translated from 
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the French Jonathan Griffin. Not that enthusiasm 
reviewer and misleading the reader his review. 
However, sober second thoughts and the re-reading 
whole passages has not dampened the excitement felt 
while first reading The Roots Heaven. Here, kept 
saying myself, novel! novel that not only 
entertains with suspenseful story which the action 
moves across wonderfully wide and wild and beau- 
tiful landscape which men move and are moved 
response their inner selves rather than the behest 
their inventor; but also novel that dares plunge 
into some the perplexities that disturb the deepest 
parts our minds and hearts, that confronts with 
and makes face some the most profound 
and important problems men ponder when they look 
into themselves and the world about them and ask 
“Why?” 
“Islam calls that the ‘roots heaven’ and the Mexican 
Indians the ‘tree thing that makes both 
them fall their knees and raise their eyes and beat their 
tormented breasts. Need for protection and company, 
from which obstinate people like Morel try escape 
means petitions, fighting committees, trying take the 
protection species into their own hands. Our needs—for 
justice, for freedom, for dignity—are roots heaven that are 
deeply imbedded our hearts, but heaven itself know 
nothing but the gripping roots.” (P. 172-173) 
Peer Qvist explains the title, and once raises the 
question the man, Morel. 


Morel the center this novel. had been resist- 
ance fighter Paris, had been arrested and consigned 
slave-labor camp where sanity and hope were kept 
alive, tenusously, vision herd elephants 
plunging across the land Africa, thrusting aside every 
obstacle, the embodiment freedom 
masters, meanness. When the end the war brings 
him release, eventually comes Africa resolved 
try save the elephants from destruction, from ex- 
tinction ivory-hunters and the big-game hunters who 
kill for the thrill. killed year, 
official counts; who knows how many thousand more 
not noticed officially? tries get people and 
about Lake Chad, French Central Africa, sign 
petition has drawn for presentation the world, 
but after months and months has succeeded 
enlisting only two—an expatriate girl from ravaged 
Berlin and cashiered American army officer, two bits 
flotsam looked upon others prostitute and 
drunkard. 

Then Morel decides take action. wounds pro- 
fessional elephant hunter who captures the huge crea- 
tures for shipment zoos; burns the house cotton- 
planter who periodically slaughters score more 
the beasts for trampling his plantation; wounds 
American columnist come big-game-hunting; burns the 
store ivory trader; and, finally, daring maneu- 
ver, flogs the arrogant elephant hunting wife 
wealthy colonial. His actions get the attention the 
world press and also African nationalist leaders, par- 
ticularly the magnificently proportioned, highly edu- 
cated and sonorous-voiced Oule tribesman, Waitari, 
who decides exploit Morel and his crusade for his 
own different ends. 

But the nationalists are dumbfounded and unbe- 
lieving the colonial government when they discover 
Morel means simply and sincerely save the elephants 
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and has interest whatever politics. becomes 
present danger the interests the nationalists 
well the government; but the nationalist group 
who determine kill him before the government troops 
can capture him. 
However, Morel only the storm center this novel. 
Gary much more concerned with the effect 
Morel’s crusade has upon the lives dozen more 
people whose thoughts and emotions are profoundly 
stirred the questions his whole purpose raises 
them. Those questions center around the struggle 
men preserve human freedom and individual dignity 
and mutual justice world gone mad with ma- 
terialism. Some readers may suspect overtones the 
despair that makes “existentialism” not only agnostic 
but nihilistic; but without sure ground, for the basic ap- 
proach Gary the problem fundamentally 
sound and Christian its philosophy. Gary offers 
solutions ready answers; content ask the 
question again and again, varying form, from the 
viewpoints his many different characters who are, 
however eccentric the surface, men (and one 
woman, least) honestly concerned with the human 
condition our time. 
Every one the major characters this intricately 
fashioned story have one common bond among them: 
each has his own way discovered his personal alone- 
ness and his need for something denied him the 
world. Shrewd and sympathetic and honest, but con- 
fused, Captain St. Denis, administrator for many 
years the primitive Oule country. Ascetic Major 
nearing the end his military career looks 
forward entering Trappist monastery when 
retires from the Corps. The retired English Colonel, 
Babcock; Forsythe, the American cashiered for treason- 
able cooperation captive the communists Korea; 
Abe Fields, the professional photographer who crashes 
into Lake Kuru near the camp Morel; the girl, 
Minna; Franciscan Father Fargue, indomitable faith, 
large appetite and dedicated devotion the sick and 
suffering; and Waitari, who cannot see that will 
betray his people into harder slavery leading them 
fight for national independence; the aged arch- 
aeologist, Peer Qvist—all are tortured the problem 
which material progress propounds its threat de- 
stroy dignity and freedom and the elemental beauty 
nature. Morel figure allegory, the problem in- 
carnate. 
Van Wyck Brooks noted his recent From 
Writer’s Notebook, “There are two great categories 
writers, those who are solicited from the outside, 
prompted the suggestions others; and those who 
are prompted entirely from within, who have ‘one tap 
root that goes down Gary surely, the 
evidence this novel, belongs the latter, select cate- 
gory. The Roots Heaven every way superior 
fiction; and truly memorable novel. 

Grady, 

University Scranton 


Rodgers, Catherine The Towers Inheritance 
Feb. 383p. $3.95. 


When Ace Towers returned from the Civil War, 
found his home burned, his cotton and his slaves gone. 


All possessed was ten thousand acres land 
grown with pine. decided become 
man and, with the help his wife, Vanna, built 
thriving business and mansion Covington Point, 
the story opens 1902, Ace has been dead for five 
years. His son Julian running the business, but not 
very well; and Julian’s only daughters, 
Neil, 17, and young Vanna, about There had 
distant cousin, Philip, whom Ace had tried get 
interested the business, but Philip had run off join 
the Merchant Marine and had subsequently drowned, 
Before left, however, Philip had had liaison with 
town girl named Opal Ann; and son, David, had 
been born that union. Ace had tried protect the 
family name marrying Opal Ann Jim Bennett, 
but the Bennetts were back town and David was the 
living image his father. 
Old Vanna resolves bold stroke. For $10,000 she 
buys the boy from his mother and the chagrin the 
other members the family, excepting young Vanna, 
raises the boy true Towers. Under the protection 
the resolute old woman, David prospers until 
eighteen. Then the old lady has sudden stroke and 
dies and, although David the principal heir, does 
not come into his inheritance until reaches twenty- 
five. Julian seizes the opportunity offer David such 
degrading job mill hand that there nothing for 
David but leave town. While away, the 
lumber business falls bad times and Julian proves 
such poor manager that forced borrow huge 
sums money. David returns later claim his 
ful share the inheritance and after many hectic 
battle with his cousins, manages win through, not 
only business way, but also winning the love 
young Vanna. 
Although this her first novel, Catherine Rodgers 
always keeps her story moving fast pace. Unfor- 
tunately, most the action depends upon external 
circumstances, instead arising from character moti- 
vation. The one exception Old Vanna, who well 
conceived and dominates the book while she alive. 
The other characters, not excepting the hero and 
heroine, are possessed greed and the pride life 
that hard feel any sympathy for them. None 
these people seem love anyone but themselves, 
with the exception Jim Bennett; but the end 
Vanna and David are beginning understand that 
they need each other. The dialogue often written 
large paragraphs with only the first two sentences 
letting you know who talking. This technique, 
order clear, demands short sentences, that 
smoothness not one the excellences style 
this book. However, the story well told and filled 
with action and the book can recommended 
entertaining one for adults. 

William Schweder, 

Georgetown University, 

Washington, 


Helen North from Rome 
Harcourt, Brace. Feb. 13,1958. 307p. $3.95. 


Miss MacInnes introduced herself little over sixteen 
years ago with extraordinarily suspenseful novel 
intrigue, Above Suspicion. Since then she has prove 
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this genre, comparable Phillips Oppen- 
heim and Eric Ambler, and her latest novel further 
proof her competence. Will Lammiter, former pro- 
fessor Romance Languages, has written successful 
play and fallen love with Eleanor Halley; but Eleanor 
takes job with the Embassy Rome and writes back, 
within short time, that their engagement “off” 
because she has fallen love with Count Luigi Pirotta 
and intends marry him. That makes Will cancel 
his trip Hollywood supervise the film-script his 
play and hurrying Rome. But his trip vain; 
refuses change her mind and has been un- 
able work his second play. nthe eve return- 
America, Will instrumental rescuing lovely 
Italian girl from kidnapping and inexorably drawn 
into the intrigue that centers about her and several 
other Romans—Giuseppe, her dead brother’s chauffeur, 
Sabatini the mocking guide, the Principessa who 
Pirotta’s aunt, the bibulous Englishman, Brewster, 
name some. What involved narcotics ring which 
being used front and revenue source inter- 
national communists; and the crux the affair 
meeting scheduled Perugia, “north from Rome.” 
Knowledgeable its setting and characterization, North 
from Rome dandy hide-and-seek adventure, with 
some expertly underplayed cloak-and-dagger stirred in. 
Beyond this would not fair report, lest the 
reader cheated the fun the chase. Topnotch 
fare its kind for all readers. 


Engle, Paul (Editor) 
Assisted Curt Harnack 

Prize Stories 1958; The Henry Awards 
Doubleday. Feb. 312p. $3.95. 


the introduction Prize Stories 1958 the editors have 
called attention the fact that there less unity 
this year’s stories than previous editions. 


They comment that only one story, Leo Litwak’s “The 
Making Clerk,” directly concerned with life 
the armed services, although can noted that 
Brown Drink Water” and Herbert Wilner’s 
“The Passion for Silver’s Arm” are surely the result 
military experiences. this marks the end the 
cynical “military” story, most women will breathe 
asigh relief, for the three stories mentioned above, 
while some instances moving one the depths 
compassion, others make one writhe horror. 
hoped that the passage time may result some 
these young authors becoming more objective, and 
then will treated some the enobling idealistic 
aspects military life. 


Mr. Wilner’s story can also placed the “racial 
tension” category, “Travelin’ Man” Peter Mat- 
thiessen, well-written suspenseful story manhunt. 
Another excellent story, (not dealing with racial is- 
sues), which manages sustain suspense tragic 
conclusion Lowell Blanton’s “The Long Night.” 


The editors also call attention the diminished total 
stories dealing with children. Yet the collection 
are included Gina Berriault’s “The Stone Boy,” Nancy 
Slow Boat China,” Robin White’s “First 
Voice,” and Elizabeth Enright’s “The Eclipse,” all con- 
cerning children. The last-mentioned story results (to 
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quote the editors) good example the “nature 
the American short story, which intended not only 
but also enlighten and make sud- 
denly known such moments human insight the 
reader may not himself have perceived.” 


The three best stories the collection, this reviewer’s 
opinion, were written Martha Gellhorn 
and Hortense Calisher, the first and second prize win- 
ners, and Jean Stafford. The first prize winner, “In 
Sickness and Health” simply portrayal 
healthy vigorous man who faced with the dilemma 
duty and loyalty invalid wife the one hand, 
and mistress the other, the dormant situation 
suddenly becoming crystallized the unexpected preg- 
nancy the mistress. This indeed hackneyed 
plot, but the hands Miss Gellhorn the characteri- 
zations, the contrasting descriptions the well-ordered 
comfortable home the sick woman, and the shabby 
unorganized apartment the mistress are expertly 
handled that wonderful piece short-story writing 
emergaes. 

Miss Calisher’s story deals with group unattached 
women various national origins and backgrounds 
who meet quite chance Rome. The author han- 
dles the contrasting characterization adroitly that the 
reader startled realize the end the story that 
all the women have one thing common—they are 
all she-wolves caged conventions, careers, etc. 


Miss Stafford’s story Blithe, Sad Bird” written 
her usual excellent style. former student 
Heidelberg returns the German University town 
after twenty years, and the story told from her view- 
point, although the central characters are eccentric 
Texan and the student’s former landlady, German 
Baroness, who are sadly caught decadent web 
their own making. 

Other stories the 1958 Henry Awards include 
the third prize winner “The Deeps the Sea” 
George Steiner, and stories Walter Clemons, Wilma 
Shore, Edward Newhouse, and Robert Granat. 

expected collection this type, the quality 
the minds behind the stories varies greatly that 
one story can delight moving experience for 
reader, while another can disturb him the point 
revulsion, and vice versa for another reader. However, 
from the standpoint technique, smooth workman- 
ship, and vigor, the quality each story this edition 
maintains high level excellence. 


Elizabeth O’Rourke, 


New Brunswick, New Jersey 


West, Morris Backlash 


Morrow. Feb. $3.50. 


Here fine, realistic novel the immediate post- 
World War period that has its setting the Austrian 
Alps and sets itself some moral problems which are 
handled with competence and without the sentimen- 
tality and garishness that many such novels are marred 
by. the British sector, the southeast quadrant 
Austria, Major Mark Hanlon arrives take over 
Occupation Commander former mountain resort 
resembling Bad Gastein and very near the town 
fired skier who kills the sergeant who was driv- 
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ing him and then disappears into the pine forests. 
Angered, Hanlon determines bring the murderer 
justice but finds the people the town uncooperative. 
The murderer the war-crazed nephew the town’s 
chief police, Karl Fischer, opportunist who knows 
enough about enough the townspeople blackmail 
assistance hiding the young man until can have 
tell-tale scar removed from his face plastic surgery. 
Hanlon’s work further complicated the arrival 
trainload emaciated people released from concen- 
tration camps, and his falling love with the lovely 
niece wealthy lawyer, Seppi Kunzli. The parish 
priest the town, Father Albertus, has himself been 
victim Nazi concentration camps and was formerly 
the novice-master the monastery where Hanlon had, 
his youth, spent some years before deciding that 
was not intended for religious life. was this period 
his youth which equipped Hanlon with perfect 
knowledge the language and sympathy for the 
people; had, indeed, “pulled strings” get himself 
appointed this post and had hoped make Bad 
Quellenberg model recovery from the war years. 
complicate his relations with Anna Kunzli, Mark 
married and the father children, but has been 
separated from his wife for more years than the war 
period. When the elaborate scheme save Johann 
Wikivill breaks down, Hanlon finds that Father 
bertus has taken the young man under his care and 
champions his cause. Anna, too, decides that they 
must both abide the laws the Church and refuses 
accept him divorced man. Then Hanlon’s wife 
asks for reconciliation, and, though longer loves 
her, Hanlon agrees try reunion. 


The action this story fast and well plotted; the 
characters have substance and human dimensions. The 
treatment the basic moral problems knowledgeable 
and sound. Adult readers should find this more than 
entertaining story; absorbing and has depth most 
novels lack, and written with decency and honesty. 
Well worth attention, Backlash deserves wider public 
than likely get. 


Vaughan, Carter The Invincibles 
Doubleday. Feb. 6,1958. 319p. $3.95. 

Carter Vaughan has written 
novel which should “catch the interest” many 
readers but not quite “catch the breath all 
lovers historical romance.” 


The hero, Gordon Fuller, young English army 
officer who has been naive enough advise some 
his friends invest colonial land-buying venture. 
The venture did not pay off and has one year 
repay the investors. This the overall plot. 
this problem being worked out, Fuller helps rescue 
beautiful girl, confronts the rogue whom had 
entrusted the land-venture funds, joins the colonial 
militia, fights Indians and Frenchmen, helps lay siege 
the French stronghold, Louisburg, recovers the money 
restore his good name the English courts and dis- 
covers that has become enraptured with the colonial 
frontier and the beautiful girl. 


The action follows the course St. George’s War 
colonial times. This name not mentioned the 


Vaughan Presser Fair 


Best 


book; but St. George’s War was but one incident 
half-century colonial wars, just the French and 
Indian War (1757-1763) was the final incident. 


The author less successful creating character than 
action. The hero develops into more mature man 
and soldier during the plot, but know this only 
the direct say-so the author. The other characters 
get even less attention. The novel lapses occasionally 
into desciptions bosomy female costumes which are 
certainly not typical 18th century New England, 
Other than this unfortunate preoccupation, the novel 
refreshingly wholesome, and suitable for general 
reading. 

Hilda Meyer, Circulation Librarian, 

Seton Hall University, 

South Orange, New Jersey 


Presser, Jacob Breaking Point 


World. Feb. 10,1958. 92p. $2.50. 

What your answer this question: what depths 
degradation will human being sink order save 
his life, when faced with irresistible force? 
Presser’s short work fiction represents his effort 
answer that question. 


the story Jacques Sausso Henriques, young 
Dutch Jew Westerbork, the clearing camp for Jews 
Holland. that camp, Jews from all parts Hol- 
land were sent for transhipment Auschwitz and 
annihilation. Schaufinger, the Nazi commander 
charge, permitted the Jews Schwarz, Cohn and Hen- 
riques make the list 970 Jews sent each 
day exterminated. This grisly job the three Jews 
performed that they might continue live. Each 
knew that sooner later Schaufinger would send him 
the gas chamber. Schwarz was the first the three 
sent. spite himself, Henriques began 
admire Jeremiah Hirsch, rabbi. restrain 
himself when Hirsch was beaten when about board 
the death train, Henriques went Hirsch’s aid even 
though could not actually help him. Henriques’ 
well meant efforts simply paved the way for Hen- 
riques himself start for Auschwitz. Evil apparently 
triumphed, but Henriques’ soul was cleansed; once 
more was really free. 

Would you have imitated him? Would have done 
This book brings home the reader the utterly 
hellish conduct men who longer see fellow 
man being created Almighty God and one who 
therefore must respected. When that understanding 
disappears, civilization disappears and conduct such 
that unforgettably depicted this searing book becomes 


typical. 
Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


Fair, Elizabeth Winter Away 
Rinehart. Feb. 10,1958. 280p. $3.50. 

The characters who make this story are charming 
group mildly eccentric individualists one might 
wish meet any search for light entertainment. 
Maud Ansdell, twenty, romantic, and eager for the 
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adventure offered winter away from home which 
would also try out her newly acquired secretarial wings, 
arranges live with older and somewhat distant 
relative called Cousin Alice. Cousin Alice has com- 
panion, Miss Conway, who accepts Maud with con- 
siderable reservation, the grounds apparently that 
the even tenor their country ways will disturbed, 
and perhaps that her own position and security may 
affected. Miss Conway tries various poltergeistic 
ways make obvious that Maud not good idea. 
Her efforts are obvious only Cousin Alice who 
watches with sort affectionate amusement, and 
with intention changing anything. Completing 
this household fat smooth-haired fox terrier with 
little piglike eyes, whom Miss Conway calls “Puppy” 
and Cousin Alice and who sleeps alter- 
nate months the bedroom each. 


Meanwhile Maud starts her secretarial duties with 
“Old M.”, Marius Feniston, local landowner and eccen- 
tric considerable parts. The Feniston family estate, 
Glaine, has been allowed deteriorate badly, which 
widens already temperamentally wide 
tween old M.’s son Oliver and his father, and which 
also seriously disturbs Charles Feniston, nephew, ban- 
ished, speak, from his ancestral home. any 
case, both Oliver and Charles help confuse al- 
ready confused situation, and also provide fine 
romantic set-up for Maud, who, nice child that she is, 
deserves the happiness you know she headed for 
the close the story. 


Wandering and out are the Woodfidleys who serve 
foils for the irascible Mr. Martin, retired clergyman, 
(“a difference opinion with his bishop; but nothing 
scandalous, you know. Something about fine point 
heresey .”), and his daughter Ensie, her Papa’s 
mainstay until she and the young curate Donald 
Crouch discover each other; Mr. and Mrs. Hatball, 
caretakers somewhat inactive way Glaine; and 
toward the end the story, assortment Feniston 
telatives who hope have little the money old 
has but won’t spend turned over them. 


This pleasant, amusing, romantic book. 
aim entertainment; its point view and humor Eng- 
lish; its people entirely human and kind their eccen- 
for all light, relaxing 


reading. 
Edith Howley, 
Madison, New Jersey 


Joyce, Stanislaus 
Brother’s Keeper: James Joyce’s Early Years 
Viking. Feb. 266p. $5.00. 


Eight years ago, Recollections James Joyce, His 
Brother Stanislaus Joyce was published the James 
Joyce Society and distributed through the Gotham Book 

Aart, and met with little acclaim. Today, almost three 
years after the death Stanislaus Joyce, have the 
account his famous brother for the first twenty-one 
twenty-two years his life; and, doubt, the book 
will have wide reading not only among Joyce scholars 
and students but among the curious who want know 
what one little-known man says about his world- 
famous brother. 
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Certainly this book that involves source material 
for those interested tracking down minutiae con- 
versational fragments. For example, Joyce studying 
for examination, while his drunken father, the 
other side the table asks him: “Are you going 
win?” Joyce answers, try.” footnote points 
Ulysses, “Ho boy! Are you going win? 
Head up! Keep our flag flying!” 


For those not interested real-life trans- 
muted into later fictional episodes, there are comments 
made Joyce’s early readings Ibsen, Yeats, Blake, 
James Clarence Mangan, Tolstoy, Turgenev, D’Annun- 
zio, Verlaine, Maeterlinck, Sudermann, George Moore, 
Byron, Shelley, Aristotle, Aquinas, George Meredith, 
Ben Jonson, and Shakespeare. “He considered Shakes- 
peare time-server, ever ready write what hoped 
would please, but gifted with mastery words that 
made him the mouthpiece mankind.” 


Also learn that within his first twenty-one years, 
gained acquaintance with least eight literary lights: 
Yeats, George Russell (AE), Lady Gregory, William 
Archer, Arthur Symons, Synge, Gogarty, and George 
Moore amazing accomplishment, especially 
when did not out his way play the fawn. 


What already have known about Joyce made 
more clear his brother, namely that “has 
exploited the minute, unpromising material his im- 
delineate character complete his picture en- 
vironment.” see that Joyce thought that “poets 
the measure their gifts and personality were the 
repositories the genuine spiritual life their race, 
and that priests were usurpers,” believing “individual 
freedom more thoroughly than any man have ever 
known.” 

Stanislaus Joyce may called pretty close runner-up 
far freedom goes, because freedom goes along 
with prejudice, bigotry, blindness, and pride. “The 
Catholic Church has its own shrewd reasons,” says 
freely, “for preferring keep the Bible sealed book 
dead language.” has the freedom make several 
random shots: “No man his right mind would buy 
house with title-deeds like those relating the edifice 
the Church.” “The beautiful Jesus the Catholic 
Church was evidently invented order oust 
Apollo.” His mother’s confessor, like all confessors, 
“religious snooper.” 

References Jesuits are perfect tune the melody 
“Sing out, heart, and forget the head.” Professor 
Stanislaus Joyce, with full academic freedom, says that 
the purpose Jesuit training “to instil the belief 
that all our time and the use our gifts belong 
God, and further develop the conscience 
his description Jesuit’s actions the occasion 
young George Joyce’s death. “At the sight the dead 
boy, one them could not control his tears. 
doubt contrary Jesuit discipline, but record 
gratefully and his honour: the Jesuit wept.” This 
may heartfelt tribute, but one cannot help smiling 
the imaginary Jesuit commandment—Let One 
Ever Weep Show Tears. 


Aside from Professor Joyce’s anti-clericalism and cyni- 
cism, and there much, the book readable, i.e. 
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reads well. Some pleasing asides may serve ex- 
amples: “The facile audience were generous with 
applause, for the great advantage amateur theatri- 
cals that not considered proper criticize until 
you home.” imagined her (Lady Gregory) 
have been one those awfully clever girls who late 
middle age become awfully tiresome women.” And 
are startled find remark utterly out keeping 
with the cynical approach: “The Truth seems 
that who has loved God youth can never love 
anything that less than divine.” This statement 
incongruous beside the following: wonder that 
people not see how much higher than the divine 
love, which the preacher’s theme, that human 
passion which can love unworthy object utterly 
without return and forgive without waiting sup- 
plicated.” Professor Joyce were acquainted with 
“The Hound Heaven,” must have scratched his 
head when reading: 

“Wherefore should any set thee love apart? 

Seeing none but makes much naught” 

(He said), 
“And human love needs human meriting: 
How hast thou 

all man’s clotted clay the dingiest clot?” 
The book edited, with introduction and notes, 
Richard Ellman, and there preface Eliot. 


Arthur MacGillivray, 
Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Butler, (Editor) 
Regency Visitor: Letters Prince 

Dutton. Jan. 31,1958. 384p. $5.00. 


1826 the fortunes Hermann Piickler were 
very low ebb. was, true, the prince Mus- 
kau, but the little German kingdom that inherited 
was encumbered with debt. Then was incorporated 
into Prussia, and received adequate compensa- 
tion. Finally his wife, Lucie, Countess Pappenheim, 
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was disinherited her wealthy father. The thought 
looking for job was abhorrent, and hit upon 
unique solution. got divorce and went 
don quest wife. The woman married would 
not only have rich, but also allow Lucie live 
with them. The English debutantes, much they would 
have liked the title Princess, balked having Lucie 
permanent member the household. his 
matrimonial ventures ended failure. Yet, 
cally, the visit turned out letters 
Lucie from 1826 1828 were 
success both German well the English 
lation. The royalties enabled Hermann and Lucie 
live the style which they were accustomed. 


Before being printed the letters were carefully 
gated Hermann himself and Sarah Austin, the origi- 
nal English translator, whose heart, incidentally, was 
smitten the dashing prince from Muskau. 
pruning was indeed necessary. For Miss Butler, 
the present editor and the author biography 
Piickler, tells sparkling introduction that was 
“impenitent rake,” and that she never found any- 
thing equal the “stark, unadultered overpowering 
truth his emotional life.” Hence the present version 
contains nothing morally objectionable. 


The prince was keen observer, and nothing human 
interest, whether prison, party, horse-race, 
theater escaped his roving eye. His title nobility 
gained him admittance the best houses England. 
pays tribute the solid qualities the British 
people, that had enabled them attain commercial 
prosperity and defeat Napoleon. But has some 
caustic remarks about the upper classes particular: 
their lack artistic taste, the monotony their forms 
amusement, and their slavish adherence seem- 
ingly silly customs. gives 
side-lights King George IV, Wellington, Rothschild, 
Sir Walter Scott, Edmund Kean, (the famous 
pearean actor), and other prominent figures politics, 
business, literature and the theater. writes beauti- 
fully times, and his Warwick Castle 
masterpiece. addition there are number 
humorous stories. 


This book will not give you better understanding 
the Industrial Revolution that was then beginning 
England, the lot the poorer classes that 
mirrored Dickens’ novels, the background the 
Catholic Emancipation 1829, the Oxford Move- 
ment But will provide you with few 
hours light reading and delightful entertainment. 


Stephen McKenna, 
Santa Maria University, 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 


D’Arcy, Rev. Martin C., S.J. 


Communism and Christianity 
Devin-Adair. Nov. 29,1957. 242p. $4.00. 


The serious student political philosophy and current 
world affairs will welcome this short but concentrate 
volume. Father D’Arcy writes here for those who have 
least appreciation the problems and some 
knowledge philosophy seen and reasoned the 
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Christian and Communist systems thought and 
action. 

his preface Fr. D’Arcy makes the initial but telling 
that many who know some the acts 
Communism “know all too little about its philosophy 
Then the course seven well-reasoned 
chapters outlines and restates the thoughts and ideas 
Feuerbach, Hegel, Engels, and Marx. Using the 
writings these men basis, sets forth what 
calls the essence Marxism terms criteria 
value, freedom and ethics. Then follows the 
changes and adjustments made Lenin and Stalin 
culminating the chapter “The God That Failed?” 


The remainder the book gives Americans positive 
explanation the Christian philosophy life, like- 
wise terms truth, value, freedom and ethics. His 
conclusions gives comparison and contrast which 
make realistic the choice and challenge made today 
the Communist and Christian philosophies man 
and society. 

For those who would probe the depths find the real 
the question: “What wrong with Com- 
munism?” Fr. D’Arcy goes back the starting point 
both Marx and Christianity. Hegel’s “dialectic,” 
applied Marx economic production, presented 
clear and examples. 


The “spirituality” atheistic materialism comes out 
the discussion and the paradoxes both men and 
their ideas give the reader new better compre- 
hension Communism. 


One important point, stressed throughout the book, 
the logical development the thought Marx based 
utterly false inadequate concept the nature 
man, his origin and destiny. this Fr. D’Arcy 
points the finger the essential defect the whole 
philosophy Communism. Most the odd “isms” 
the past five centuries commit the same basic error. 


Some may find this difficult book. many places 
Fr. D’Arcy presupposes acquaintance with the liter- 
ature Communism. His work would make good 
companion volume Fr. Charles McFadden’s book 
The Philosophy Communism. 

Because the content and presentation this book 
for the casual reader, but could good educational 
orientation course for solid thinking about both Christi- 
anity and Communism. 


recommend the serious adult, and would 
urge every librarian make available Americans 
who need good guide learning the basic evil the 
system life which today one our greatest 
enemies. Librarians might also consult with profit the 
added bibliographical note current works Com- 


munism. 
Peter Damian Holzer, 
Quincy College, 
Quincy, Illinois 


The Challenge the Sputniks 
Doubleday Headline Publications. Jan. 1958. 96p. $1.50. 


Here under the covers brief page booklet 
collection recent articles and speeches, including the 
one delivered President Eisenhower Oklahoma 


The Challenge the Sputniks Roueché 387 


City, arranged under the headings “The Shock,” “The 
Reaction,” Race,” and “To the Stars,” which 
reflect the thinking evoked the advent the Sput- 
niks. For the most part the articles have already ap- 
peared the newspapers have been heard the 
radio television and represent contributions 
some twenty thoughtful and concerned commentators, 
scientists, editors, science writers and statesmen includ- 
ing such figures Eric Severeid, Clare Boothe Luce, 
Bernard Baruch, Edward Teller and Thomas Finletter. 


Some their comments are hopeful, some are frankly 
critical the Administration’s aims, attitudes and ac- 
tions connection with national defense, some show 
anxiety over the national security and our evident 
lag certain engineering and scientific fields, while 
still others are apprehensive our educational outlook. 
All all however the comments are thought provoking 
and serve make more aware some disagreeable 
facts. There very little reassurance here com- 
fortable arms superiority still readily assumed the 
majority and there ready answer the 
problem how remedy our present predicament; 
indeed, there clear cut agreement the extent 
seriousness such predicament. 


After reading the articles this booklet not hard 
imagine, for example, that the arrival the Sputniks 
may down history date compete with that 
the beginning the atomic age because does mark 
man’s first feeble reaching for the stars and, what 
more evident and immediate concern that their 
arrival, with all that implied rocket propulsion 
and automatic electronic guidance, has stimulated the 
evolution completely new concepts military opera- 
tions which could easily make air, land, sea and even 
atomic power relics bygone age. 


reflection one feels, however reluctantly, compelled 
take the rather dim view that the Sputniks, tracing 
their intricate patters shadows over apprehensive 
free world, are indeed symbols not much what 
today, disturbing that may some, but rather 
what may tomorrow, Russia leading and 
dominating all but the spiritual activities man. 
Existence the Sputniks has made very clear that 
Russian power through technological advancements 
rising with ever quickening pace—one might say, 
even into space—while the odds favor the free 
cupied with the luxuries life, will melt quickly away 
leaving Russia the threshold ultimate conquest 
and domination the world. This booklet highly 
recommended all readers. 


Joseph Harper, 
Department Physics, 
University Scranton 


Roueché, Berton The Incurable Wound 
Little, Brown. Feb. 13,1958. 177p. $3.50. 

This book consists series articles that were first 
published The New Yorker. This somewhat sur- 
prising there certainly nothing about them that 
would particularly appeal the “Ivy League” type 
reader one usually associates with that publication. 
However, more than likely that medically con- 
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scious public will derive benefit and possibly lives may 
saved some one remembering one the articles. 


unusual vector the dissemination Rabies, 
case history Amnesia, Carbon-Tetrachloride poison- 
ing, Aspirin poisoning, handled the Poison Con- 
trol desk the New York City Health Department, 
are discussed some length. The last article, “Ten 
Feet Tall,” excellent. discusses the discovery 
Cortisone and ACTH, two hormones which are widely 
used present day medicine. The untoward side- 
effects that may occur when these drugs are used 
heroic doses very dangerous and usually fatal dis- 
ease are brilliantly and, may say, classically and dra- 
matically described. 


The book recommended suitable for all readers. 
may particularly appeal those intrigued medical 
detection those who may themselves those who 
have members their families taking either Cortisone 


ACTH. 
O’Brien, M.D., 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Reardon, Maurice (Editor) 
Mosaic Bishop: The Story 
John McNicholas, O.P. 
St. Anthony Guild Press. Jan. 1958. 384p. $6.00. 


Mosaic Bishop, the story John McNicholas, 
O.P., S.T.M., late Archbishop Cincinnati, 
vealed from his own manuscripts, mere anthology. 
rather biography, better still, that type auto- 
biography which inevitably written whenever man 
puts his thoughts paper. When does over 
considerable period time, the picture which results 
often more faithfully reflects the writer’s character and 
personality than any outsider might draw regardless 
particular volume. For bit bit, stone stone, 
mosaic the beloved Archbishop constructed, almost 
you might say the distinguished Churchman him- 
self, his faith, courage, learning, prudence, generosity 
and patriotism shine brilliantly through the varied hues 
his letters, sermons and public utterances. 


Skillfully chosen Father Maurice Reardon, S.T.D., 
one time secretary his Excellency, each utterance 
fits mosaic-like into the final portrait. And por- 
trait which the segments are not only held together 
but embellished the adroit use enlightening in- 
troductions and touching tributes. 


goes without saying that full justice could not 
done personage Archbishop mental 
and spiritual stature few selections from his hun- 
dreds manuscripts matter how judiciously they 
have been chosen. 


Nevertheless, the most casual dipping into the attrac- 
tively arranged and beautifully printed Mosaic 
who was dedicated prelate, revered Dominican, 
true priest the Most High and loyal, devoted 
American. 


Msgr. Thomas Cawley, 
Editor, The Catholic Light, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Edwards, Charlotte Heaven the Doorstep 
Hawthorn. Feb. 149p. $3.00. 


This begins with the near miraculous story the effect 
prayer the life housewife, whose troubles dur. 
ing and after the war were very like those 
American women. then develops into 
treatise prayer and how can affect our lives. 
intended almost exclusively for housewives, and the 
feminine point view almost overemphasized. The 
authoress popular fiction writer, with stories 
such journals The Saturday Evening Post, and knows 
how make her writing dramatic 
This useful trick when dealing with rather hard 
subject popularize, and she does very well with 
She not Catholic, but nothing, very little, this 
book could objected any priest, and deserves 
general recommendation the audience was 
tended for. 

fact might real service parish libraries for 
people not accustomed spiritual works, but 
magazine style books. For them could well real 
introduction prayer since contemporary, ap- 
pealing, and sincere. filled with the details the 
daily routine the homemaker, but makes good use 
them starting points for prayer. might useful 
priests layfolk who are looking for work 
recommend person religious training faith 
who search the life prayer and not ready 
for standard works. these might great help; 
reminiscent the letters Monday night novena 
service. Yet the author’s understanding the use 
medals perfectly sound, her treatment prayer 
general. little surprising, and enlightening, 
find non-Catholic who writes well such things 
and shows Catholics the great amount sound 
spirituality there outside the Church, and raises 
question how this strong current can directed 


the center truth. 
Fr. Bruno McAndrew, 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, 


Abraham, Willard Barbara: Prologue 
Rinehart. Feb. $2.00. 


This book came into being happily enough but was 
expanded and later published under depressing circum- 
stances for its author. was begun personal 
record family life before the birth the 
second child, Barbara, and was meant record events 
interest touching her growth and development. 
Perhaps continued herself. Instead, became 
memorial. 

Professor Education Arizona State College, 
Willard Abraham was, necessity, aware the prob- 
lems the exceptional child; the months preceding 
Barbara’s birth had written and lectured many 
aspects deviations from the normal children. This 
was done objectively and neither his extensive 
edge nor his experience were preparation enough for 
the shock incurred when learned that his own child 
was born mongoloid. 


The problem Barbara’s future became first im- 
portance. Having weighed all the evidence theit 
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particular case, the Abrahams concluded that Barbara 
might best cared for the Valley the Sun School 
for Handicapped Children, private institution 
Phoenix for the mentally retarded. The sympathetic 
understanding relatives and friends was important 
then the parents, for this was difficult decision 
make. The effect environment mental develop- 
ment was the strong argument favor Barbara’s 
remaining the security her home. The physical 
and mental demands the rest the family, mother, 
father, and son, well the fact that sooner later 
hospitalization might required for the child out- 
weighed this factor. Constitutionally, Barbara was 
delicate child and her life the Valley the Sun 
School was short. Under its kindly director, Mrs. Kus- 
Barbara flourished for while but pulmonary 
weakness, which mongoloids are sometimes peculiar- 
subject, engaged her small heart battle too gar- 
gantuan for its strength. 


But, reading ,one concludes that the author favors 
keeping the mongoloid the home all possible. 
Many medical men stress the home-mother-child rela- 
tionship for them the beginning, though institution- 
alization may inevitable. Mr. Abraham discusses 
the experiments Wilfred Quaytman, which indicate 
that psychologically, socially, and the basis in- 
the mongoloid the home superior 
development the institutionalized case. 
criticizes those physicians who recommend institutional 
care from birth. 


Measuring reactions from his own experience, Mr. 
Abraham suggests the need for education the part 
the public, enable meet the challenge the 
handicapped child. Not unusual demand when 
every third American family has mentally retarded 
member within it. And calls his book prologue 
that day when society will accept the not-quite-per- 
fect part itself; day when prejudice and ignor- 
ance will wiped away and the families defectives 
freed from the stigmas still imposed upon them. Mr. 
Abraham appreciates the role the individual soul 
the Divine Plan and knows that every human life has 
purpose; even the most hopelessly handicapped can 
propagate these thoughts. 


Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 


Miller, Max Shinny Your Own Side 
Doubleday. Feb. 240p. $3.95. 

This the twenty-fifth published work writer who 
made almost instant success with his first book, Cover 
the Waterfront. pleasantly nostaglic book 
about boyhood which started 
Everett, Washington; and then, when reverses met his 
father’s business and prompted venture into home- 
steading the prairies Montana, moves out into 
the treeless flatlands where the nearest neighbor al- 
most four miles away, winters are cruelly cold, summers 
mercilessly hot. Twenty-one short chapters relate each 
episode remembered from time farther removed 
the past than the number years gone by. One 
the longest accounts amusingly ironic memory 
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week-end hike made the newly organized Sons 
Daniel Boone under the leadership well-meaning 
lanky dunderhead recently brought from “back East” 
vice-president the Everett bank. Other inci- 
dents involve attractive young Aunt, visiting her 
strict Methodist relatives but rebelling attend the 
Fireman’s Dance; getting “converted” when Billy Sun- 
day came town with revival tent; the effect the 
prairie dwellers the huge forest fire that swept the 
Rockies; observations human failty and folly even 
when the prairie homesteaders were threatened with 
ruin extraordinary drought. Adult readers should 
find this book enjoyable not particularly memorable. 


FitzGibbon, Constantine 
The Winter the Bombs 
Norton. Jan. $3.95. 


Mr. FitzGibbon American, now living England, 
who was Oxford University when the war broke out 
1939. enlisted the British Army and trans- 
ferred the Army after Pearl Harbor. was 
and about London during those fateful, frightful 
days and nights from September March, 1940-1941, 
when hundreds tons high explosives and incendi- 
aries were dumped onto the sprawling city at- 
tempt first completely disrupt the supply lines 
and the lines communication England, and then 
simply terrorize the population into demanding that 
its government surrender arrange truce. Now, 
seventeen years later, has written the story those 
dreadful months after talking with many all walks 
life who had endured the horror, who had, indeed, 
risen heroic action the inferno the docklands 
and the awesome destruction The City. The 
Ministry Home Security’s publication 1942, Front 
Line, has been out print for some years. That was 
the first account the savage bombing almost 
defenseless city and The Winter the Bombs while 
covering much the same ground, does with per- 
spective that the early “official” document could not 
bring the story either because security that time 
simply because was too near the events. How gal- 
lantly and courageously, and amazingly short 
time how efficiently the British ARP (Air Raid Pre- 
caution) and other volunteer services dealt with crisis 
after crisis, with the homeless and the destitute, the 
orphaned and injured, with the heaps rubble, here 
made clear. This book set our present Civil 
Defense organizations thinking and planning. For any 
future war will far more destructive and far more 


terrifying than was the attack London the “winter 
the bombs.” 


Cousy, Bob (as told Hirshberg) 
Basketball Life 
Prentice-Hall. Feb. 217p. $3.95. 


This not much book the fine points basket- 
ball intensely interesting biography young 
man who dribbled and shot his way from the drab 
sidewalks New York’s East Side, right through the 
Borscht Circuit and College, until reached the 
heights “All-American” and the “most-valuable 
player” professional ranks. Bob Cousy explores 
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frankly the ups and downs big-time collegiate and 
professional athletics. reveals for the first time his 
connection with the “fixers” Madison Square Garden 
and elsewhere, his spats with Doggie Julian, coach 
Holy Cross College, with Red Auerbach the Boston 
Celtics, and with Maurice Podoloff, president the 
National Basketball Association, when he, Bob, took 
the lead forming union the N.B.A. Players’ As- 
sociation. His accounts crucial games, personali- 
ties the Sports pages, his family, and his in- 
dividual life are always interesting and often amusing. 
Evidently his character such that quite natural 
for him say: “My religion has helped keep 
feet the ground. know should better Cath- 
olic. get Communion often can.” 


feel sure that anyone who knows and follows basket- 
ball will find this book warm, intimate and lively 
biography, and might venture say the same for 
those who not know hook from set shot. 
moving, well-written, readable, Bob Cousy’s story 


told Hirshberg book which Mr. Hirshberg 


can well proud. 
John 
University Scranton 


Hewins, Ralph Five Per Cent 
Rinehart. Feb. 6,1958. 261p. $4.00. 

Hardly day passes when the strategic Middle East 
isn’t the headlines. Geographically the perilous 
crossroads three continents, land swept re- 
curring conflicts. The storms are compounded 
intense yearning for unity among the Arabs, im- 
placable hatred between Arab and Jew, and ever- 
present inclination among the Arab masses flirt with 
radicalism escape economic freedom and poli- 
tical self-determination. 


Finally there oil; fact, two-thirds the world’s 
oil—concentrated vast unreground pools and lying 
disturbingly close proximity Russia’s southern 
frontier. One man played enormously important 
role securing this oil for the West. retiring 
Armenian, who died 1955 the age eighty-six, 
Calouste Sarkis Gulbenkian has been labeled the mys- 
tery millionaire, the richest man the world, the 
meanest, and Mr. Five Per Cent. 


Given his subject’s passion for privacy, the author has 
done remarkably successful job research. With 
what must have been awesome display tact and 
persistence, gained access Gulbenkian’s own 
Memoirs, continuous inside history the events 
the last sixty-five years (in the oil world),” and also 
enlisted the active assistance various members the 
Gulbenkian family, notably the son who was close 
business associate Mr. Five Per Cent. The portrait 
sketches intriguing and presumably accurate. 


Many the more gifted Armenians ranked high among 
the bankers and financiers the Ottoman Empire. 
Calouste’s father made fortune kerosene and saw 
that the boy received superb education Eng- 
land. young man, Mr. Five Per Cent wrote 
prophetic book the coming importance 
immediately attracted the attention the Ottoman 
Government and was commissioned make sur- 


Hewins 


Maritain Best 
vey the oil resources the Mesopotamian area, 
Forced flee the Empire the time the Armenian 
massacre 1896, became associated with the Royal 
Dutch-Shell Corporation England and interested 
them Persian oil. After tortuous campaign which 
waged with limitless patience and uncanny business 
acumen, the Iraq Petroleum Corporation was finally 
formed and Gulbenkian ended with five per cent 
the stock. When died, was realizing about 
$12,000,000 year from this and was worth something 
like $450,000,000. This brief summary cannot give, 
the book does, the dramatic story the development 
the oil industry with its political repercussions and 
its fierce inter-company competition. 


What kind man was Gulbenkian? Throughtout 
his life shunned publicity. 
thing money can buy privacy” was 
axiom. was terrific worker, always alert, 
ingly suspicious others, tyrant home and the 
office. Though generous benefactor the dissident 
Armenian Church, there was nothing edifying about 
his private life. centered around one mistress after 
another. was also shrewd art collector. one 
occasion outwitted even the great Duveen 
chasing Houdon’s Diana for third what Duveen 
was willing pay. Reserved and unprepossessing, 
seemed take supreme pleasure his ability 
wit his intellectual peers who were more gifted socially 
and physically. 


the author’s opinion, Gulbenkian was the “greatest 
oil man Europe has yet produced.” foresaw the 
strategic value oil and helped secure for the West. 
Basic his business creed was compromise. Bring 
your competitor, insisted, excluding him would 
only precipitate ruinous struggle for domination. 
Thus 1945 Gulbenkian advocated Russian 
tion the Near East oil companies. The author seems 
agree that the proposal has possibilities. But appar- 
ently neither have fully estimated the threat Russia’s 
messianic universalism. 

one his parables, Christ evinced certain amount 
admiraiton for shrewdness unscrupulous stew- 
ard. Gulbenkian has the same appeal. 
mayed some his methods, but there’s fascination 
about his brilliant resourcefulness, his application 
work, and his daring. citizen who alert the 
complexities the Middle East will want miss this 
account Mr. Five Per Cent. 

William Walsh, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Maritain, Jacques Reflections America 
Scribners. Feb. 14,1958. 205p. $3.50. 


For European intellectual these cynical days 
like America, much less love her, an_ electrifying 
event. And when the man happens Maritain 
—who uses the word “love” and knows intensely what 
means—one begins understand the emotions 
unattached young lady who has been rejected 
the swains the kingdom and suddenly finds the 
crown prince serenading under her window. 


Not that this remarkable Frenchman completely 


blinded love: catalogues our faults carefully and 
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soots them off the bedroom like naughty children— 
children who may still recover before they became full- 
delinquents. The spanking well-deserved: 
gre too sensitive criticism, impatient, insecure, and 
when are abroad; lag behind our ideals 
racial justice; tend anti-intellectual; and our 
conception love and romance, the view 
Christian humanist, tragic. restricting himself 
these, Mr. Maritain typically charitable. 


But the direction this small book (the print large, 
the margins wide), outgrowth three 1956 seminars 
the University Chicago, overwhelmingly posi- 
tive. Maritain’s key idea that the spirit the 
American people—“freedom-loving and mankind-lov- 
the least materialist among modern 
has undermined the cruel inner logic capitalism and 
transformed into something which may even presage, 
his belief, Christendom. 


There doubt: something has happened America 
which often makes the communists, still fond the 
old bolshevik slogans, sound like they are shouting 
another planet. Organized labor muscularly 
now, and industrial leaders, least partly 
necessity, have acquired consciences. The only dis- 
turbing note Maritain’s thesis its unabashed 
optimism, which closely parallels what the editors 
Life have been trying sell all these years. For 
there are factors, scarcely mentioned Maritain, 
which tend muddy immediate hopes that America 
may provide the soil for new Christian civilization. 
Among the more serious ones: the underlying military 
basis our prosperity, the alarming growth 
mass society, and the increasing con- 
centration power the hands few with ever 
diminishing responsibility the people. 


sure, Maritain guardedly when says 
now feels that unwittingly anticipated the Ameri- 
can climate his Humanism, book which 
“to outline concrete historical ideal suitable 
anew Christian civilization.” And many his points 
are beyond dispute: especially America’s unique devo- 
tion ethics and her basic religious inspiration. But 
when Maritain says that Americans have developed 
society, that the evolution capitalism 
leading regime “personalist and communist-minded 
the same time,” are puzzled. And wonder 
(perhaps many sociologists will wonder with us) 
from his vantage point Princeton sees the same 
country see. 


Beyond this fundamental quarrel, Maritain doing 
the sort thing usually does: expressing his vast 
insight simple, lucid, eminently readable prose. Most 
beautiful, perhaps, his chapter married love (re- 
quired reading for modern writers); most satisfying, his 
lethal counterattack Europe’s “pseudo-spiritual” 
America (chiefly Lawrence); most per- 
tinent, the urgent need for America form explicit 
ideology and articulate doubting world. Cath- 
will enjoy his refutation the theory that true 
tolerance belongs only the doubter, and any Ameri- 
can will charmed his description the “Ameri- 
can smile”: symbol the national desire “to make 
life tolerable,” and our anonymous challenge the 
ehumanizing tyranny modern life. 
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all, Maritain very flattering, and maybe 
some deep-seated psychological twist that makes 
search diligently for proof our vices. Like the 
unattached young lady, are flustered the abund- 
ance unaccustomed praise, especially comes 
from the one living man who represents all 
great the traditions Europe. 


James Arnold, 
Creighton University, 
Omaha, Nebraska 


Young, Gordon The Cat With Two Faces 
Coward-McCann. Feb. 223p. $3.50. 


Gordon Young the Paris correspondent the London 
Daily Mail. One evening Paris bar heard 
story told another newspaperman about Mathilde 
Carré, “The Cat,” she was known espionage 
circles during World War II. And was fascinated 
her story other men had been The Cat her- 
self. determined dig out the facts the case 
and began his search through old documents and court 
records. Being thorough man, Mr. Young also inter- 
viewed all the surviving friends and acquaintances 
The Cat, and even enjoyed ten-minute conversation 
with Madame Carré. But ignored her advice 
“please forget that The Cat has ever existed,” and 
published book instead. 


The book not staff manual for espionage agents; 
fact, there little this that one wonders why The 
Cat earned her reputation for greatness. simply 
superficial description one woman who was caught 
the romance war and didn’t particularly care 
which side she was long she was the center 
things. 


easy understand why The Cat fascinated Mr. 
Young. Here woman, who, mistress one 
its leaders, helped organize the first great intelligence 
network Paris after the occupation Germany. 
Following year successful operation, the organiza- 
was broken the Germans. One the first 
arrested, The Cat spent one night jail and the next 
day helped her German captive begin round the 
rest her allies. That second night she went bed 
with the German sergeant and placed the machinery 
her former organization his disposal. Two months 
and arrests later, find her plotting with British 
spy England, and convincing her lover that she 
can serve Germany best London. Here woman 
who held the loyalty and trust and even the love 
great number the people she worked with, yet who 
could stand remorselessly she was being tried for 
betraying them. woman who survived 
death sentence and living now free somewhere 
France. Here undoubtedly woman diametric 
contrasts, woman unsolved mysteries. Her story 
unarguably fascinating. 


Mr. Young writes the straightforward manner 
journalist. presents the facts discovered them, 
and gives the opinion any eyewitnesses might 
find. poses the questions but refrains from giving 
any answers. avoids any attempts explaining 
The Cat, and refuses pass judgment her. The 
result intriguing narrative that teases the imagina- 
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tion readers; but personally find tiresome meet 
many female spies whose greatness rests less 
altruistic patriotism than skill and popularity the 
boudoir. 

Joan Lonergan, 

Catholic University America 

Library, 
Washington, 


Ashley, Maurice 
The Greatness Oliver Cromwell 


Macmillan. Jan. 21,1958. 382p. $5.00. 


Oliver Cromwell lived England during time 
which controlled events and was turn controlled 
them. Within the interlocking action the two 
achieved greatness much had greatness 
thrust upon him. Although his predecessors did much 
toward establishing state which left Christians doubly 
divided, he, more than any man erected the worship 
England into Protestantism that completely usurped 
the ancient religion and laid the ground work for 
constitutional monarchy with the head the church 
and state being one. 

Giving him credit for that, one hard put agree 
with Maurice Ashley wherein his greatness lies. 
Ashley contends that “what fought gain and 
toiled defend above all else was freedom con- 
science.” But neither his campaigns general nor 
his policies Lord Protector support that worthy ideal. 
What they support however was Cromwell’s belief 
that his ideas were the same those the mind 
God and therefore must persuade all men accept 
them punish them for being contrary. This caused 
him during his career punish various times Royal- 
ists, Roman Catholics, Anglicans, Presbyterians, Fifth 
Monarchists and his own Parliaments, with special ven- 
geance for the Scotch and Irish and aspirations least 
punish the Spanish, the French and the Dutch. 


For this reviewer least Ashley could establish Crom- 
well’s greatness two sentences: “He was never 
lose battle fail campaign.” “He did not 
want government tidy theory but effec- 
tive Both unfortunately seems 
nullify doubtful aphorism: “No man rises high 


James Gallagher, 
New York, New York 
CLUE-WORKS 


John Coppinger, Elmhurst, Illinois 
Contributing Editor 


Robertson, Helen The Crystal Gazers 
Doubleday (Crime Club). Jan. 16,1958. 185p. $2.95. 

leisurely and dizzily improbable tale this about 
Rollo and Vivian and Graham and Molly and Jane, 
Teddy and old gent who calls himself Merlin 
head his Society Alchemists. has collection 
amulets made semi-precious stones and thinks 
get special messages can set the crystals vibrating 
made Janie, and someone surely after the col- 
lection stones. Quite British and not very good. 


Ashley Robertson Holden Thayer Rhode Matheson 


Best 


Holden, Genevieve 
Something’s Happened Kate 
Doubleday (Crime Club). Jan. 184p. $2.95, 


Kate had been mousy archivist until Jim 
came board her aunt’s house, then she bought 
new clothes, got hair-do and become “looker.” She 
also took water-colors and one day while painting 
along the river, she gets involved the murder 
Garrett and lets herself persuaded blonde wait. 
ress fishing nearby try keep hidden. Seems 
rett hid the jewelry had stolen and Kate heard his 
last words. Improbable all is. Not Crime Club 
standards. 


Thayer, Lee Still Answer 
Dodd, Mead. Jan. 13,1958. 241p. $2.95. 


lonely island off the west coast Canada the 
setting for this mystery featuring American private 
tective Pter Clancy and his perceptive British valet, 
Wiggar, with strong assist given Lieut. Anthony 
Strong the Royal Canadian Mounted Police who, 
boy, had known the wealthy Glendenning family. 
When Elaine Glendenning pulled from the waters 
the channel between the island and the mainland, 
she dead presumably accidental drowning; but 
soon becomes clear that she was the victim murder. 
The suspects are limited those who were the 
little island where she lived—two brothers, fiancée, 
the gardener and his wife, and, possibly, the frail old 
lady they called Aunt. There will involved and 
all had least opportunity and motive for the 
crime. Clancy solves all neatly satisfying plot. 


Rhode, John Death Bridegroom 
Dodd, Mead. Jan. 13,1958. 244p. $2.95. 


When her sixty-some-odd-years mother remarries, Ali- 
son Mickfield, also widow, and her children 
about the effect this December-marriage the will 
the elder lady had drawn favor her grandchildren. 
But the children worry more when Alison herself de- 
cides marry the retired widower living Moat Hall. 
Their relief when the prospective bridegroom found 
hanged his workshop the morning set for the 
wedding turns fear when discovered that was 
murdered and very probably one them. Dr. 
Priestley has called help the local police 
find the real culprit. all quite British and little 
incredible. 


Matheson, Richard Stir Echoes 
Lippincott. Feb. 220p. $3.00. 

This offbeat gimmicky kind murder mystery— 
perhaps more accurately described science fiction 
thriller. The narrator, involuntary guinea pig for 
hypnosis, discovers possesses uniquely disturbing 
powers result the experience. His psychic powers 
are unleashed but they are haphazard and uncontrolled. 
Gradually and increasingly, ghostly apparition 
trudes into Tom Wallace’s consciousness. Terror fills 
his every waking moment; his marriage almost smashes 
before author Matheson puts the finishing touches 
this strange ball wax. 
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Clittord, Francis Overdue 


Dutton. Jan. 31, 1958. $3.50. 

The basic idea this fairly-well-done tale suspense 
has macabre fascination: cross-country plane crashes 
the desert Arizona. four survivors, one 
murderer being extradited for trial New Orleans. 
How manages terrorize old detective, young 
and young boy during too-attenuated 
esape into Mexico, (with some gold bullion 
uncovered the crash), makes for fairly entertain- 
ing divertissement. But Mr. Clifford makes out very 
harrowing case for air travel. 


Murray, Max Wait for Corpse 
Washburn. Jan. 30,1958. 238p. $2.95. 
This the old gambit the hee! who makes problems 
wherever goes. the two questions for “Old Faith- 
ful Readers” are: where and when—not 
Orthorne obviously cad and stinker and suspected 
murderer; obviously elected the corpse 
the title. His nephew the narrator who gives 
picture the mores Cyre Deeping, English village 
where people seem behave they were out 
Jane Austen. It’s all leisurely and unexciting. tepid 
cup tea! 

Gardner, Erle Stanley 

The Case the Lon-Legged Models 
Jan. 29,1958. 240p. $2.95. 


one objects facility—but the mechanical struc- 
ture now evident that novelty and surprise are 
weak ingredients. This time Perry Mason hired 
two partners determine who trying frighten 
each them into selling his interest Las Vegas 
motel-casino. There the inevitable murder, much 
the way legal shenanigans the great mouthpiece, 
the predictable court battle with Hamilton Burger and 
the equally predictable outcome. 


Chaber, The Gallows Garden 
Rinehart. Jan. 29,1958. 256p. $2.95. 


Take really first rate real-life mystery: the disappear- 
ance the Latin American professor from Columbia 
University (or was several years ago, which 
New York police suspected but could not prove was 
murder (or kidnapping) instigated Dictator Trujillo; 
add the real-life murder cocky American flier who 
boasted had flown “the Professor” from the United 
States. You really have plot that’s hard beat for 
the author the reader. But beaten 
Chaber because introduces American insur- 
ance investigator, Milo March, who out-derring-does 
the completely incompetent police the Dictator’s 
state and manages make the real-life incidents seem 


ridiculous. This could have been very salty 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S BOOKS 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., Contributing Editor 
Department Librarianship, Marywood College 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
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book Recommended 
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Adler, Irving 

Man-Made Moons; The Earth Satellites and 

What They Will Tell 
Illustrated Ruth Adler. Day. Jan. 24, 1958. 128p. 
diagrs. 
During the Geophysical Year, the author reminds us, 
scientists are attempting means earth 
examine the shape and crust the earth and the com- 
position the ionosphere, measure light rays, hydro- 
gen rays and earth-shine; count electrons, protons, 
and cosmic rays, discover more precisely the location 
the magnetic poles. Later on, “likely within few 
years, man will reach for the moon, and will succeed.” 
Now, there little news this for any magazine reader 
the past few months. What new and very, very 
simply phrased the explanation what such infor- 
mation involves, why significant mankind, and 
how will obtained rocket-propelled satellites. 
During the perusal, the junior high reader will pick 
fair-sized amount general scientific information 
many phases. Written apparently between Sputniks 
and II, the first chapter interesting review 
rocketry, the nature and equipment the planned 
American satellite, and the means for getting off earth 
and tracking afterward. book which will useful 
for some time after the Geophysical Year past. 


Benson, Mildred Dangerous Deadline 
Dodd. Nov. 4,1957. 209p. $2.75. 


Nineteen-year-old Dick Rowland, with yen for news- 
paper reporting, found all doors closed him because 
lack experience and his father’s reputation. 
(Father was former newspaperman, now probation 
for accepting bribe from crime syndicate.) tip 
from the city editor try free-lance writing, unex- 
pected experience supposedly closed gambling 
house, and his coverage the incident landed him 
temporary job the Reporter. Subsequent lucky 
breaks got him regular assignment covering the court- 
house where became involved with the county 
prosecutor, man not averse unlawful practice and 
shielding criminals. Dick’s courage, level-headed- 
ness, and perseverance pursuing story finally 
brought about disclosure corruption court and 
removed the stigma which had impaired his father’s 
health and deprived him livelihood. Though the 
chips always fall Dick’s favor, the book convincing 
its depiction youth out get what wants 
without sacrificing honor and self-respect, and one 
above accepting hush-up favors. points out the 
qualifications necessary, the physical and moral dangers 
confronted, and the untiring work demanded track- 
ing down news. Written reporter, this winner 
the Boy’s Life-Dodd, Mead Prize Competition rapid- 
paced story which will appeal 12-16-year-old boys 
and girls and hold their interest the last page. 

Frances 

Dunmore Senior High School, 

Dunmore, Pennsylvania 


Bonner, Mary Graham Wonders Round the Sun 
Lantern. Nov. 15,1957. 118 photogs. $2.50. 


Very simply and directly, the author describes the re- 
volving, gravitational nature the solar system, 
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well its family planets. Following which, indi- 
vidual chapters give elementary facts about the sun, 
moon, each the nine planets, comets and asteroids, 
Polaris, the Milky Way and Sirius. Pleasantly written, 
with the inevitable speculative assurance that space 
travel around the corner, though the author finds 
return trips from space easier contemplate than most 
present-day engineers do. Good introductory astronomy 
for grades 6-8. 


Eaton, Anne Thaxter 
Treasure for the Taking; Book List for 
Boys and Girs 


Revised edition. Viking. Nov. 1958. 322p. $4.00. 


Almost hundred pages longer than the first edition 
1946, this revision like the earlier book addressed 
parents and other buyers books for young people 
1-15 pears age. Seven subject sections are omitted 
from the new version: The Sea, Building Model Air- 
planes, Army and Navy, Heroes Today, Plays 
Act, and Present-Day Picture Books. Occasional titles 
previously listed these chapters have been incor- 
porated into other categories. One new section 
added, Science Fiction, some five titles all, none 
them for younger children. Three factual books 
space travel are now included the Flying chapter, 
and the section called The Heavens three more are 
found, though there are those who feel that one 
these titles (the Albro Gaul) might better have been 
included the science fiction category, all. But 
this only one questionable title among 1580 recom- 
mended. whole, the list admirable, the notes 
concise, descriptive, and nicely varied presentation. 
Catholic titles, though still relatively few, have been 
increased and represent the finest available. Busy 
teachers who add elementary school libraries their 
teaching responsibilities could much worse than 
invest this book and use selection guide. 


Fenton, Carroll Lane, and 
Dorothy Constance Pallas 

Trees and Their World 
Dav. Nov. 14,1957. 96p. $3.25. 


Grades 6-8 get glimpse tree families here, and 
tree parts—sap, leaves, roots, cells, pollen, eggs, seeds— 
well tree growth processes. Brief chapters 
what happens trees winter, how trees vary, where 
they live and why they die, are also provided. The 
uses which modern man puts trees and how 
learned conserve forests are also touched upon. 
trations Carroll Fenton are, always, clear and 
pleasing. Good introductory material. Indexed. 


Holland, Thomas 
The Great Cross; Adventure the 
Spanish Main 
Illustrated Donald Bolognese. 
$3.25. 
Twelve-year-old Raymond Trevitho, 18th-century 
English ship chandler’s son, accompanies his Spanish 
grandmother and young girl-cousin theSpanish Main, 
repair earlier blasphemous theft his grand- 
uncle gold, gem-studded Crucifix. Mutiny sea, 


Sheed. Jan. 29, 1958. 


Eaton Fenton Holland Pertwee Reeder 


Best 


encounters with the followers the Plumed Serpent, 
journey down underground river, make some. 
what confusing plot which unrolls slowly. The New 
World Setting not identified beyond the hint 
subtitle; read pueblos, haciendas, plumed 
pents, bull fights, the Mayan language, the Indies, and 
port called Santa Barbara the western sea.” 
exactly where the great Tower the story and the 
colored charts was located was not traceable this 
reader. The character the boy who tells the story 
well personalized, likable and credible; that the 
young girl, type; that the grandmother, hard 
believe. nice flavor 18th-century formality and 
gentility comes through, and the permeation 
olicism plot and setting unmistakeable. Written 
English priest for grades 6-8. 


Pertwee, Roland Rough Water 
Albert Orbaan. Bobbs. Oct. 23, 1957. 
Sequel The Islanders, this offers further adventures 
the three English boys who were invited rich, fat 
Mr. spend the summer island his country 
estate. Livelier than its predecessor, this not quite 
English mood, has stronger plot, hilarious 
episode depicting village pageant, minor and major 
villain, and the happy ending whereby Pat Faraday 
finally adopted Mr. and made his heir the 
island and all its roundabout possessions. Like the 
earlier book, the story offers incentive youthful in- 
genuity and initiative solving problems and getting 
out scrapes. its social and moral code sound. 


Russell Potter 

The Story the Civil War 
Illustrated Frederick Chapman. Duell. Feb. 1958. 
212p. mavs. $3.95. 
From the hauling down the Stars and Stripes Fort 
Sumner, April, 1861, their restoration, April, 1865, 
factual account the fratricidal strife which dis 
turbed our nation hundred years ago clearly and 
readably set down. Enlivened pen portraits 
leaders both sides, follows chronological pattern 
which touches upon the major battles, out the “more 
than two thousand battles fought,” stopping for chap- 
ter each Bull Run, the Peninsular Campaign, Forts 
Henry and Donelson and Shiloh, Vicksburg, Gettys 
burg, Chicamauga, Missionary Ridge and Appomattox 
Courthouse. Sheridan’s wasting the Shenandoah 
Valley and Sherman’s devastating marches, and the 
heritage bitterness they left, are briefly touched on. 
Anecdotes about the common soldier, letters from these 
and others, the touching incident the cadets, 
brief references the anti-war party the North, are 
included. Warm admiration expressed for Generals 
Lee, Jackson, Grant and Thomas, and for President 
Lincoln, well for the South general. Weak- 
nesses other generals are neatly pin-pointed. Brutal 
incidents are charged against both sides. But the 
strategy and the tactical operations that are most ably 
presented and that should command the highest 
terest the junior-senior high school student reading 
the book studies his textbook account. This phase 
sheds considerable light failures and successes. Maps 
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are liberally provided, but this reader found much 
their print too small for easy reading. 


Frank, Jr. The World Engineering 
Lothrop. Jan. 10, 1958. 186p. photogs. $3.00. 

Designed interest the adolescent engineering 
career, this volume reviews the achievements the 
ancient world this field—Babylon, Egypt, Greece, 
Rome—with passing glance the Middle Ages and 
Renaissance. Then the engineering profession ex- 
amined, together with the factors that give status 
and the eight functions (research, develop- 
ment, design, sales, etc) into which divides. After 
which, chapter chapter, the kinds engineering and 
their work are detailed: civil, mining, mechanical, elec- 
trical and chemical, agricultural and military. Finally, 
the aptitudes for, training from the high school level 
and opportunities and licensing engineering are dis- 
cussed, with look toward space flight, solar energy 
and atomic-powered plants. list about 100 schools 
offering courses the subject concludes the book. 
Numerous good, clear photographs, though small, con- 
tribute further information. There attempt 
oversell the profession; nevertheless, the admiration for 
and enthusiasm about engineering accomplishments 
high and communicates itself the reader. The cover- 
age excellent. Even the boy already dedicated 
another career will learn much about the nature 
this one and the extent which modern civilization 
depends upon it. 


Spiller, Burton Northland Castaways 
Illustrated William Moyers. Bobbs. Nov. 1957. 
228p. $3.00. 

Two American boys, one and one 13, the former 
Boy Scout, the latter just recovering from polio, are 
stranded plane failure the Canadian North 
Woods. Except for their scout knives, they lack all 
equipment, food and shelter. They build shelter, 
make bows and arrows with which they kill moose, 
dive down the sunken plane and recover sack 
flour, trap bear, make canoe take them out, and 
just they reach sight church spire are found 
rescuers. Adults may feel the boys’ resourcefulness 
exaggerated and that good fortune attended their ex- 
more often than realism would warrant. The 
author, however, careful provide episodes which 
their efforts Read adventure story which 
Stresses over and over the necessity keeping one’s 
head, applying theories learned, and above all not 
panicking under strain, suggests without preaching 
action the part junior high readers. The 
setting vivid and seems authentic. 


Dorothy 
Captain the Planter; The Story 
Robert Smalls 
Ernest Crichlow. Doubleday. Jan. 1958. 
264p. 
Pethaps the most famous Negro Civil War times, 
trusted alike whites and Negroes, was the young 
Henry McKee, who after working lamp- 
lighter, hotel waiter, carriage driver and river pilot took 
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himself, his wife and two children and other Negroes 
the steamer, Planter, over the Yankees blockading 
Charleston Harbor. Later, after the Planter had be- 
come part the Union fleet, assumed command 
during engagement which sent its white commander 
into fear-panicked hiding. During early Reconstruction 
days was elected Congress where put through 
bills softening the blow for South Carolina whites left 
destitute the war. After 1886 was appointed 
Collector Customs for Beaufort, job held until 
1913 when Republican Congress failed confirm 
him it. Far more bitter, however, was watching the 
death political freedom for the South Carolina 
Negro, spite his valiant efforts ensure the 
new state constitution. The account balances many 
romantic novels Reconstruction which present the 
view the unhappy, defeated, persecuted Southerner. 
may rosier hue than facts justify, but exten- 
sive bibliography indicates has been 
searched, and the main facts well their interpreta- 
tion seem square with earlier judgments. The pace 
good, the story quality well sustained, and the in- 
formational background excellent. 


William 

Separated Brethren; Survey Non-Catholic 

Christian Denominations the United States 
Bruce. Jan. 23,1958. 284p. photogs. $4.50. 
overview some non-Catholic religions (e.g., 
Lutherans, Episcopalians, etc.) cults (Swedenborgian- 
ism, Moral Rearmament, etc.) and interdenominational 
groups (American Bible Society, POAU, YMCA and 
Protestantism and basic differences between Protestant- 
ism and Catholicism. Final chapters examine the ecu- 
menical movement and the prospects for Christian re- 
union. the sections dealing with individual groups 
churches, fascinating information given 
founders, origins, early doctrines and changes teach- 
ing well present-day forms, distribution and num- 
bers. Particularly interesting the theory about how 
“holiness” other sect evolves into church. The 
tone throughout objective and tirnes respectfully 
admiring. Misconceptions and caricaturing distortions, 
popularly held Catholics concerning Luther, Henry 
VIII, Wesley and others, are cleared up. According 
the book jacket, the author was educated Notre 
Dame, Marquette and Northwestern Universities. His 
book bears the imprimatur. Addressed adults, its use 
religion classes individual students would 
great deal clarify false ideas some Catholics hold, 
the same time that re-inforces belief the divine 
foundation their own Church, however lamentable 
its external condition the beginning the Reforma- 
tion. table church membership statistics, ex- 
tensive bibliography, and index. 


FOR THE RELIGIOUS BOOKSHELF 


The Woodstock Papers, new theological enterprise 
the faculty the Jesuit theologate Woodstock, 
Maryland, envisions audience educated laity, who 
desire mature, accurate presentations current themes 
theology. Rev. Gustave Weigel, Professor 
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Primer the Ecumenical Movement, (Newman. Nov. 
26, 1957. 79p. $0.95; present clear exposition 
non-Catholic Ecumenism expressed the World 
Council Churches, and Catholic Movements work- 
ing toward Christian reunion, together with clear 
evaluation each. Woodstock Papers No. The 
Testimony the Patristic Age Concerning Mary’s 
Death, (Newman. Nov. 26, 1957. 59p. $0.95; 
Rev. Walter Burghardt, S.J., Professor Patrology, 
gives vigorous, well-documented, concise summary 
the data the first eight centuries Christian Tradi- 
tion Mary’s death. 


Rev. Robert Kekeisen Ask and Learn, (Newman. 
Nov. 22, 1957. 293p. $3.50; I), makes selection from 
his column the Register the unusual and often 
troublesome questions dogma, moral scripture, etc., 
which confront the laity. The answers are satisfying, 
adequate. 


Philippine Duchesne, Frontier Missionary the Sacred 
Heart 1769-1852, (Newman. Nov. 26, 1957. 
$8.00; I), Mother Louise Callan, R.S.C.J., rea- 
sonably priced biography authentic frontier 
heroine and saintly religious who adventured long years 
for God the Old and New Worlds, and was beatified 


1940. 


Rev. Francis Pierce, S.J., offers the fruit many 
years retreat master and director souls Ponder 
Slowly, (Newman. Nov. 22, 1957. 323p. $3.95; I), 
book brief outlined meditations: well chosen 
themes for daily prayer, together with two eight day 
retreat outlines. His words, phrases are rich mean- 
ing: Little sparks start fervent reflection. 


realistic account the journey from boyhood 
priesthood the seminary presented The Making 
Priest, (Newman. Dec. 12, 1957. 141p. 
through the media 150 excellent photographs 
William Lathrop, and informative text Rev. 
Albert Nevins, M.M. 

Denis Meadows, author Obedient Men, the auto- 
biographical narrative his ten years Jesuit, writes 
now brief, friendly, and readable fashion the four 
hundred year story the Jesuits Popular History 
the Jesuits, (Macmillan. Jan. 14, 1958, 160p. $3.50; 


That the horizons the Holy Father’s prayers are the 
distant hills Christendom should evident from 
reading Prayers Pope Pius XII, (Newman. Dec. 
17, 1957. 115p. $2.50; I). Our use these prayers 


can extend our vision the world and our love for the 
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men therein. Rev. Martin Schoenberg, 
made the translation from the Italian. 


(Newman. Dec. 17, 1957, 
404p. $4.75; I), Rt. Rev. Msgr. William Reyna, 
revised, one volume edition “Eucharistic Whisper. 
ings,” formerly published eight small 
should help the reader increase devotion our Lord 
the Blessed Sacrament. 


Dogmatic Theology, Vo. II, Christ’s Church, 
man. Dec. 22, 1957. 428p. $7.00; IIa), the 
volume succinct ten volume course the capable 
theologian Msgr. VanNoort, translated and brought 
date, both content and bibliography, John 
apologetic and theological treatise suitable for clergy 
and laity. 


Our Lord and Our Lady, (Philosophical Library. Dec, 
17, 1957. 179p. $4.50; I), clear, orderly, biblically. 
tich study Mary’s prerogatives Co-redemptrix 
Alexander Schorsch, C.M., and Sister Dolores 
Schorsch, O.S.B. 


Stars Comfort, (Regnery. Feb. 17, 
$3.50; I), contains series brief and inspiring retreat 
conferences Vincent McNabb, O.P. 
seems that are little suspicious God, wondering 
what going next, take from us. The only 
thing will take from us, let Him, our 
fections, our sins, the source typical 
the “stars comfort” this book Louis Colin, 
C.SS.R., gives Mary new title, Our Lady, Queen 
the Religious Life, (Newman. Jan. 24, 
$3.75; I), amalyzes her part individual and 
munal life the cloister, presents Mary the ideal 
religious, and explains the meaning their devotion 
The Plaints the Passion, (Bruce. Jan., 
$3.50; I), instill loving remembrance the 
Passion Christ, suggesting for our Lenten medita- 
tions the Reproaches Christ, sung the Liturgy 
Good Friday Dom Hubert van Zeller, O.S.B., offers 
set ten chapters Approach Penance, 
(Sheed Ward. Feb. 12, 1958. 203p. $2.50), which 
make excellent reflective reading for the Lenten season, 
particularly for adults Guidance and Spiritud 
Direction Rev. Charles Doyle, (Newman, 1958. 
301p. $4.75; interesting book intended for 
priests aid directing souls. should prove 
profitable also for religious and for pious layfolk who 
desire some direction the fundamentals the 
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